
 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                    8/15/18 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Grace Church: Stephen Sargent was present. 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had attended a meeting with Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

Larry Silva of Silva Engineering, Robert  Kelley, Stephen Sargent, another representative from the 

church and their attorney.  Mr. Silva was proposing to downsize the church parking from 179 

spaces and to reduce the seating capacity to 133 seats.  Mr. Hurley stated that there would be five 

(5) spaces for the restaurant, ten (10) spaces for the retail use, plus three (3) spaces for the 

warehouse for a total of fifty one (51) spaces.  He noted that there were also two (2) handicapped 

spaces.  Mr. Silva stated that he has supplied sixty three (63) spaces; well above what is needed.  

Mr. Stetson asked if there were any spaces allotted for the drive-thru lane for the ATM machine or 

if the former antique building site was redeveloped. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he has a problem with the entrance off of West Center Street where the 

antique store used to be. He noted that there is currently one (1) curb cut, but stated that proponents 

may want an additional one.  He stated that this entrance should be closed off.  Mr. Noyes stated 

that it should be designed to allow a right-turn in only, and no left turn off of West Center Street.  

Mr. Hurley noted that this would not stop them from making a left turn anyway.  Mr. Stetson noted 

that this intersection already has problems with vehicles running the red light.  He noted that the 

tractor trailer drivers can see well in advance that the light is green so power up only to have to 

lock up their wheels because someone else ran the red light.  He agreed that something needs to be 

done with this intersection. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he was waiting for the architect to submit the plans.  Mr. Sargent stated that 

he had dropped off seventeen (17) prints with the Building Commissioner today, however they 

have not been forwarded to the Board as yet.  Mr. Anderson asked if they would be using the dirt 

lot along North Elm Street.  Mr. Sargent stated that they would not be using it as they don’t need it 

to comply with the building code.  Mr. Hurley questioned whether the building tenants will get 

jammed up.  Mr. Sargent stated that they had allowed for the tenants needs and would put up 

signage to direct the church goers to the allowed parking area.  He noted again that this proposal 

meets the code. Mr. Sargent stated that at their church in Avon they have seven (7) parking 

attendants and would also have some for West Bridgewater.  He also noted that if they have to have 

a police officer, then they would hire one.  Mr. Stetson noted that the Board is looking at it for 

safety’s sake.  

 

Mr. Noyes questioned where they plan to store the snow.  Mr. Sargent stated that Mr. Silva had 

added it to the plans.  Mr. Hurley stated that the Conservation Commission does not want anything 

to drain into the brook.  Mr. Anderson noted that in addition to the snow, he didn’t want to see road  
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salt draining into the brook either. Mr. Noyes also questioned the handicap parking spaces.  Mr. 

Sargent stated that there were two (2) spaces added.  Mr. Hurley noted that per the regulations, they 

have to have one (1) more space.  Mr. Hurley suggested that the proposed two hundred (200’) foot 

curb cut should be put aside for now and that they move on.   

 

Mr. Hurley noted that Mr. Sargent would like to get a demo permit to begin renovating the indoor 

space.  He stated that he wanted to see the reserve spaces labeled and a layout of the inside of the 

building.  Mr. Sargent stated that they do want the demo permit, but also would like to get a 

building permit.  Mr. Hurley stated that no building permit would be issued until the site plan 

review has been completed. He also noted that he would like to ensure that Mr. Thayer is happy 

with the proposal.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he would like to see it all on paper.  He noted that once they receive a 

complete submittal the Board would schedule a site plan review. He also noted that they have to 

allow thirty (30) days for all of the town boards to review the plans and submit their concerns, if 

any, to the Planning Board.  Mr. Hurley stated that he would look at the plans early and discuss any 

issues with Mr. Silva.  He also stated that Mr. Silva may be creating additional problem, and that 

he would also have to address the traffic issue. Mr. Hurley stated that he still doesn’t like it; 

especially with the proposed entrance.  Mr. Noyes suggested that they try to direct the congregation 

to access and egress on North Elm Street only.          

  

2.   Enterprise Rent-A-Car/Vit's Way:  

 

   Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board received a request from J.K. Holmgren to continue the hearing scheduled for tonight 

until the next meeting on September 5, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Hurley stated that they are still 

trying to get through the engineering process and need additional time. Mr. Hurley reported that he 

had forwarded the minutes from 8/1/18 to Mr. Lanney to assist in his review. 

 

A Motion (HA) was made to continue the public hearing until the next meeting on September 5th.  

Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

3.   Spring Commons: Greg Driscoll of Jacob Driscoll Engineering was present. 

 

Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Driscoll stated that he had met with Conservation Commission Agent, John DeLano, and Mr. 

Hurley on August 2nd and was submitting a revised Draft of the plans.  He stated that the Planning 

Board had been very clear that they did not want to see any standing water.  He briefly explained 

the changes that he made which included a swale, to a forebay, to a basin and then to the wetlands.  

He stated that this would meet the requirements of the Storm Water Management.  He noted that 

when the calculations are revised, he may not meet the volume requirements but he was hopeful.  

He stated that Mr. DeLano had some concerns with the numbers.   
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A lengthy discussion was held on the revised proposed drainage.  The contours, existing grades, 

inverts and elevations were discussed in detail.  Mr. Driscoll stated that he had increase the flow 

across the cul-de-sac to two (2%) percent.  He stated that there would be a low flow out of the five 

(5”) inch Orifice. Mr. Hurley reviewed the elevations and noted that if the water reaches the top it 

would flow out and over the spillway. Mr. Hurley asked if there was two (2’) feet of water going 

slowly through the orifice how long it would take to empty out.  Mr. Driscoll stated that it would 

take approximately thirty two (32) hours.  Mr. Hurley asked about the eight (8’) foot wide concrete 

swale.  Mr. Driscoll stated that there was a two (2%) percent slope across the cul-de-sac; and 

suggested that he could raise the high point of the road to one (1%) to get the water to flow faster 

across the road.  Mr. Noyes asked if they were draining all of the property to the same area.  Mr. 

Driscoll stated that they were where the grades on the new road were lower.  Mr. Noyes noted that, 

typically, it should not be all dumped onto the road.  He stated that he did note like the water to run 

across the cul-de-sac.  He noted that if the Board were to approve it, it would set a bad precedent.  

He also noted that he would be fine with it if there were a catch basin.  Mr. Driscoll stated that it 

wouldn’t work because it wouldn’t meet the requirements for coverage.  Mr. Noyes stated that this 

is not the Board’s problem…   He also stated that if they were expecting this to fix the problems 

from before, he was still concerned about the pavement freezing during the winter.  Mr. Noyes 

stated “again, that’s not our problem.”   Mr. Hurley noted that before, the water just slid down, but 

now it would shoot across the road.  Mr. Driscoll asked if this was better than the previous six (6) 

lot subdivision.  Mr. Hurley stated that he’ll agree with that, provided Mr. Driscoll would agree 

that one (1) lot is better than three (3) lots.  Mr. Kinahan asked if this would remain a private road.  

Mr. Driscoll stated that it would. It was also noted that there was a spelling error and suggested that 

Mr. Driscoll might want to run it through a spell check to make sure that there are not any others.   

 

Mr. Driscoll asked if the Board would be happier if he kept the flow to two (2%) percent.  Mr. 

Hurley stated that he would run this by Mr. Lanney.  He also asked if they could drain some of the 

water into the corner lot at Harvestwood and Spring Street.  He noted that Mr. Peters was supposed 

to replicate that area when he built the two (2) houses, but that it hasn’t been done.  He also noted 

that Mr. Peters had created these problems.  He asked if they could do away with the walkout 

cellar.  Mr. Driscoll stated he couldn’t since this was already built.  Mr. Hurley stated that if Mr. 

Driscoll could design the system without the sheet flow, it would be okay, but that it was not a 

good practice.  He asked if Mr. Driscoll could trim it down. Mr. Driscoll was not in favor of this. 

Mr. Stetson asked if he could raise the road a little higher.  Mr. Hurley stated that this would only 

create more problems.   

 

Mr. Stetson asked how long the proposed road would be.  Mr. Driscoll stated that it would be four 

hundred and fifty (450’) feet to the end of the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Stetson noted that this was a lot of 

distance to go without catching the water.  Mr. Driscoll stated that they met the bylaw regulation 

requirements.  Mr. Hurley suggested several possible options including putting in a catch basin 

before the cul-de-sac, run the pipes under the road to be able to obtain enough cover, and dig out an 

area to lower the elevations. He also suggested several different pipe options including elliptical  
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pipes that could be used to get the whole design lower. He stated that the Board was not happy with 

the sheet flow.  Mr. Driscoll stated that he could try a catch basin.  Mr. Hurley noted that there 

were several options for him to try that would not necessitate any waivers and were good 

engineering practices.  Mr. Anderson stated that the Board cannot set a bad precedent.  

 

Mr. Stetson stated that he knows Mr. Driscoll is trying to make it right.  Mr. Driscoll stated that he 

would send the changes to Mr. Hurley who agreed to forward them to Mr. Lanney for his review. 

Mr. Driscoll submitted a letter to the Board to request a continuance of the public hearing until the 

next meeting on September 5, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.   The meeting ended at 8:45 p.m.        

 

4.   The Farm: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had gone to take a look at this project, and that the proponents were 

way behind on their building.  Mr. Stetson stated that the excavator, bulldozer and a rock truck 

have all been yanked from the site by Watson Construction.  Mr. Hurley stated that he had talked to 

Mr. Fox regarding when the completion and clean up of the curbing would be finished. He stated 

that Mr. Fox is very upset that Watson has been leaving this site to take on other projects.  Mr. 

Hurley noted that there is grass growing up through the roadways. Mr. Stetson stated that Farm 

Road seemed to be holding up but Molly Lane has already been patched in several places and 

seems to have lost its grade as well. Mr. Stetson stated that it looks like it has been compacted and 

asked if there were any springs under the road.  Mr. Hurley stated that it was possible and that 

could be what is contributing to the problems.  He noted that the issues between Mr. Fox and Mr. 

Endruinas were typical and to be expected. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he was going to go through the files to determine if the Board had released 

all of the Lots and/or if there were any Lots that had not been sold or issued a building permit.  Mr. 

Hurley stated that if the Board still had money, he was in favor of rescinding the Form J Lot 

Release if no permit has been given or lot sold. He noted that the Town is holding $220,000 in 

surety at this time. Mr. Anderson asked if the roadway would still remain private if something goes 

wrong.  Mr. Hurley stated that it would remain private and would have to be addressed by the 

Homeowner’s Association.  He also noted that the Pearl Road subdivision is five (5) year’s old and 

has still not been conveyed to that Association. 

 

A Motion (HA) was made to authorize the Chairman to rescind the Form J Lot Release if he could 

find a lot that wasn’t given a permit or was not yet sold.  Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

5.   Pearl Road: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the home owners in the above subdivision have run into some problems 

with their properties.  He noted that several owners had attempted to add a deck to their houses and 

found out that when the developer cut all the trees down they left the stumps two (2’) feet under the 

ground and then covered the stumps in with fill.  Mr. Stetson stated that when the homeowners dig 

down they are hitting these stumps making any construction much more difficult and costly. Mr. 

Hurley stated that he was going to review the file and then contact Robert Beck to discuss the 

remaining issues. 
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6.    Televised Meetings: 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had been contacted by Ben Smith of the local cable channel about 

televising the Planning Board meetings.  Mr. Anderson stated that he doesn’t think it is necessary.  

Mr. Hurley noted that when the Board held the public hearing on the proposed bylaw regarding 

Recreational Marijuana, he invited Mr. Smith to videotape that hearing. Mr. Stetson noted that only 

three (3) members of the public attended that hearing.  Mr. Hurley stated that he really didn’t have 

a problem with it.  Mr. Stetson stated that since construction will soon be shutting down for the 

season, there would be nothing worth recording. Mr. Kinahan stated that he would rather it be 

televised then to hear rumors around town about what the Board did. Mr. Anderson noted that they 

don’t really do anything worth videotaping.  Mr. Hurley suggested that this be put on the agenda 

for the next meeting.  He stated that he would invite Mr. Smith to attend to discuss the matter.   

 

7.    Dairy Queen: 

Mr. Hurley reported that a proposed buyer of the Buncie’s property on South Main Street would 

like to open up a Dairy Queen with a drive up window at this site and to reestablish the putt-putt 

golf course.  He noted that this would be a good use of this property since the site has so many 

water problems.  He stated that he expected a site plan will be coming in soon. 

 

8.   Dramatics Salon 

Mr. Hurley stated that a proposed buyer for the Dramatic’s Salon (Next to Market Basket) on West 

Center Street is hoping to convert it to a coffee shop.  Building Commissioner, Michael White, was 

looking for input from the town boards.   Mr. Hurley noted that the Police Chief has responded that 

there have been nineteen (19) car accidents at this site and he was not in favor of this proposal.  Mr. 

Hurley reported that he had advised that there was a Dunkin Donut’s at the Chili Head Plaza that 

did not stay in business very long.  He also noted that there should not be a left turn out onto West 

Center Street and that it was the wrong place to have this kind of business.    

 

9.   Office Supplies: 

The Board authorized the purchase of office supplies including stationary, ink cartridge, Minutes 

paper, folders and flash drives.  It was noted that there was ample money in the budget for these 

purchases.  

 

10.   Subdivision updates: 

  

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.  

 

 Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision. It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted as yet. 
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Meadow Spring:   

 No contact from the owner, Attorney or his representative regarding the acceptance of            

the above subdivision has been made.  This property is up for sale, and the proponent has 

moved to another town.  The Board has no forwarding information at this time. 

  

Stoney Road: 
 No further action at this time. 

         

11.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater notice of decision, re: site plan, 25 Fireworks Circle, granted. 

Bridgewater public hearing 9/5/18, re: Ground Mounted Solar array, 1221 Bedford Street. 

E. Bridgewater Planning public hearing 8/20/18, re: subdivision, Oak Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 8/21/18, re: special permit, 286 Depot Street. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: variance, 65 Turnpike Street, granted. 

Raynham public hearing 8/22/18, re: special permit, 50 Deer Hollow Trail.  

Raynham public hearing 8/22/18, re: special permit, 60 Sparrow Way.  

Raynham public hearing 8/22/18, re: variance, 955 King Street.  

Allen & Major solicitation. 

OCPC (MPO) minutes of 7/17/18 and agenda for 8/21/18. 

 

12.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the Enterprise newspaper $158.61 for the second  

        advertisement for Spring Commons.  Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

13.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 8/14/18.    

        Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

   

14.   The minutes of 8/1/18 were accepted and filed. 

  

15.   The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


